
Mona Afary, Center for Empowering Refugees and Immigrants 

Mona Afary has a Ph.D. in clinical psychology. She has been a licensed therapist since 1987 and a social activist since 1977. An immigrant from 

Iran, Mona's experiences under Iran's authoritarian regime shaped her life's work in healing and justice. 

As a community psychologist, she witnessed the social and psychological struggles of Cambodian survivors of war and genocide. Responding to 

the urgent need for a community mental health center, she formed the Center for Empowering Refugees and Immigrants in partnership with 

Cambodian survivors, committing herself to building a community with care and justice of the highest integrity. 

Nwamaka Agbo, Kataly Foundation 

Nwamaka is the CEO of the Kataly Foundation and Managing Director of the Restorative Economies Fund. In her roles, Nwamaka collaborates 

with the Kataly team to lead the foundation's day to day operations, while holding the community-centered strategy and vision for the Fund. With a 

background in community organizing, electoral campaigns, policy and advocacy work on racial, social and environmental justice issues, Nwamaka 

is deeply committed to supporting projects that build resilient, healthy and self-determined communities rooted in shared prosperity. 

Prior to joining the Kataly Team, Nwamaka built an independent consulting practice guided by her framework on Restorative Economics. As a 

consultant, she provided technical assistance and strategic guidance to community owned and governed community wealth building initiatives 

like Restore Oakland, Black Land & Power and others. Her work with these community driven projects led her to providing trainings and advisory 

services to donors, foundations and impact investment firms including institutions like The San Francisco Foundation and RSF Social Finance. 

Nwamaka has served as a fellow for the Center for Economic Democracy and the Movement Strategy Center. She proudly serves on the board of 

Thousand Currents, Restore Oakland, Inc. and Resource Generation. 
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Claudia Arroyo, Prospera 

Claudia joined Prospera in August 2014 as a consultant, providing outreach, recruitment, and training services, and in January 201 5 she joined the 

staff as the Training and Capacity Building Director and after as a Program Director. She has been a key member of the Program Team, designing 

all of Prospera's new programs. In 2020 she transitioned as a sole Executive Director. She brings her passion for social justice and equality to her 

role. She has been an active leader in immigrant rights, gender and violence prevention, gay and queer rights, and health promotion for 

underserved communities for more than 15 years. Using Popular Education, video editing, and culture, she has served the community by creating 

plays to denounce and prevent social and health problems. In 2010 she founded the Latino Coalition against domestic and gender violence, La 

Red Latina that brought together more than 35 organizations that serve, protect and empower Latina women in the Bay Area. Claudia is also an 

entrepreneur and is the founder of a new cooperative business in the Laurel District of Oakland. As an immigrant woman, Claudia has experienced 

the challenges that are implied in coming to a new country. With a BA in Communications from el Tecnol6gico de Monterrey in Mexico, one of the 

most prestigious universities in Latin America, she worked for almost 10 years in the food industry as a waitress. She recognizes that the 

immigrant community has a lot of challenges to face but at the same time, she also highlights its strength, power, wisdom, spirit and honesty! 

Hence, becoming a community worker has not been a choice but a need to demand equality and dignity in oppressed communities. 

Alejo, Trabajadores Unidos Workers United 

Alejo is a first generation indigenous Zapoteca from Los Angeles, with over a decade of experience leading worker struggles to secure long-term 

material gains. Alejo is committed to developing rank-and-file leadership, challenging the boss, and embodying a principled stance that honors the 

praxis and historical legacy of proletarian struggles. Some notable parts of Alejo's organizing trajectory include her role in organizing fast food 
















































