Speaker Bios

Debra-Ellen Glickstein
Founding Executive Director
NYC Kids RISE

A serial social-entrepreneur, community wealth builder
and organizer, Debra-Ellen Glickstein has spent nearly
30 years working with communities to measurably
expand economic opportunities. Debra-Ellen currently
serves as the Founding Executive Director of NYC Kids
RISE where she is leading the effort to build a first of
its kind universal community-driven wealth building
platform for New York City neighborhoods. Through
her leadership, NYC public school students have a
financial asset for their educational futures, starting in
kindergarten, and communities have an additional tool
to support their children’s economic success. To date, more than 340,000 students have
NYC Scholarship Accounts with nearly S60M accumulated for their educational futures.

Debra-Ellen’s career has spanned the public, private and community sectors with a
constant focus on neighborhoods and cross sector collaboration. Previously,
Debra-Ellen served as the Executive Director of New York City’s Office of Financial
Empowerment, the first municipal office in the country focused on creating innovative
financial products, programs and services to enable asset building and wealth creation
for low income New Yorkers and neighborhoods. In this capacity, she focused on
‘community wealth building" where she led the efforts to create a citywide
neighborhood financial health index. She has served as the Vice President of Strategy &
Program Development at the New York City Housing Authority, where she led efforts to
create and implement NYCHA's neighborhood and partnership-based resident services
strategy. She is a co-founder and served as the founding Executive Director of Urban
Upbound, a non-profit organization that supports public housing residents to achieve
economic success through college counseling, financial planning, career training and
job placement assistance. She is also a co-founder of the Urban Upbound Federal
Credit Union — a community-owned financial institution providing access to affordable
and relevant financial services.

Debra-Ellen earned a B.A. with honors from Wesleyan University, an M.B.A. from the NYU
Stern School of Business, and an M.P.A. from the Harvard Kennedy School of



Government. Named a “40 Under 40 Rising Star” in New York City government and
politics by City and State, Debra-Ellen is a proud City Year alumnus and recipient of the
Comcast Alumni Leadership Award - City Year's highest alumni honor. Debra-Ellen is a
Sterling Network Fellow, a 2016 BALLE Local Economy Fellow and the recipient of other
honors, including the United Way of New York City's Power of Women to Make a
Difference Award, the New York Mets & Fidelity Investments’ Inspire the Future Award,
Outstanding Community Contribution Award from the Long Island City YMCA,
Outstanding Contribution to Woodside Houses, Outstanding Community Service Award
to Queensbridge Houses, recognition for distinguished leadership by the Lawyers
Alliance for New York, and selection as a Resident at the Harvard Innovation Lab, New
York City Government Scholar and an Investors’ Circle Venture Fellow.



Rubi Hernandez Miranda
Manager, Dollars for College
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas

Rubi Hernandez Miranda, Dollars for College Manager
at United Way of Metropolitan Dallas. Works under the
economic impact team to share and promote higher
education financial planning with families.

Rubi’s background is in K-12 education strategic
partnerships and project management. As a graduate
of Dallas ISD, Rubi is committed to making sure all
families have the tools necessary to provide a better
future for their children’s higher education.

Rebecca Loya, PhD,
Research Director
San Francisco Treasurer's Office

Rebecca Loya, PhD, is the Research Director at the
San Francisco Treasurer's Office, where she supports
Treasurer Cisneros’ innovative economic security
work, including the Kindergarten to College (K2C)
CSA program. She is also Chair of the California CSA
Coalition. Becca has more than 15 years of
experience in community-engaged, applied research
and policy work on asset-building and financial
inclusion. Her work has advanced the equitable and
inclusive design of children's savings account
programs throughout the U.S. She is also an Affiliated Scientist with the Institute for
Economic and Racial Equity at Brandeis University.




Colleen Quint
President & CEO
Alfond Scholarship Foundation

Colleen Quint is the President & CEO of the Alfond
Scholarship Foundation, which awards a $500 grant
at birth to every Maine resident baby for their future
education after high school. By the beginning of
2026 the program had invested over $88 million for
more than 176,000 Maine children — with more than
$700 million dollars invested through all sources
(foundation, families, matching grants and market growth).

ASF works with families and partners across the state to increase student aspirations
and outcomes through educational messaging and by encouraging family savings for
college. Colleen is a frequent speaker at state, regional and national forums on topics
related to educational aspirations, student outcomes, the link between education and

workforce development, and the impact of early investments in children.

Prior to her tenure at ASF, Colleen was the founding Executive Director of the Senator
George J. Mitchell Scholarship Research Institute. Her earlier career included serving
as an Assistant Attorney General and running her own education law practice. Colleen
holds a B.A. from Bates College and a J.D. from University of Maine School of Law. She
serves as Chair of the Maine Children’s Cabinet Early Childhood Advisory Council and is
on the Steering Committee for Maine Spark, a statewide business/education roundtable
with a goal of boosting the state’s educational attainment to 60% by 2025.

Colleen also sits on the Steering Committee of the New England Consortium of
Children’s Savings Accounts, on the Board of Directors of the Nellie Mae Education
Foundation, and on the Tree Street Youth Advisory Council. She recently concluded a
term on the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston's Community Development Advisory
Committee. Colleen is past chair of the Board of Promise Early Education
(Androscoggin Head Start) and formerly served on the School Board in what is now
RSU16 and on the Budget Committee for the Town of Minot. Colleen lives in Minot,
Maine.



Leah Mayor
Senior Director

AFN

Leah Mayor serves as a Senior Director for Asset
Funders Network (AFN). In this role, she focuses on
developing New York City, Northern New Jersey, and
Connecticut regional groups as well as developing
content to close the racial wealth gap in the region
and working nationally to promote entrepreneurship
and employee ownership. She also leads the work
with the Greater New York Area Chapter, explores
chapter development in the East Coast Region, and provides subject-matter expertise to
AFN.

Before AFN, Leah served as a Grants Officer on the Inclusive Economies team at the
Ford Foundation where she led efforts to increase economic security and mobility for
low-income families, close the racial wealth gap, and advance financial inclusion. Prior
to joining Ford, Leah was the founder of Taking Root, a New York tri-state effort working
on local food processing and agriculture-based economic development. She served as a
consultant and adviser to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture, as well as to
dozens of food and agriculture-based organizations working to increase food security
for families and economic security for family farms through local food purchasing and
procurement, farmland preservation, and economic programming for small and
mid-sized family farms. Leah served as Director of the Working Lands Alliance, leading
a broad-based state coalition to advance state farm policy in Connecticut, where she
lives near her family’s farm.

Leah holds a Ph.D in adult and extension education and a master’s degree in learning,
teaching, and social policy, both from Cornell University. She earned her bachelor’s
degree in sociology from the University of Wisconsin. Leah resides in Newtown,
Connecticut.



