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Rev. Cory Anderson 
Rev. Cory Anderson is the Chief Innovation Officer at The Winthrop Rockefeller 
Foundation, where he builds and maintains local and national partnerships, 
launches bold initiatives, and strategizes to ensure the Foundation pursues equity 
for all Arkansans. 
 
In addition to his role at the Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation, Cory also serves as 
the interim executive director of ForwARd Arkansas. Cory understands collaboration 
because it has been his career. For seven years at The Annie E. Casey Foundation 
in Baltimore, Maryland, he supported state-level child advocacy organizations and 

helped lead the KIDSCOUNT Initiative. He is currently a BMe Public Voices Fellow. He also serves on the 
boards of Arkansas Baptist College, the Urban League of Arkansas, the Association of Black Foundation 
Executives, and Neighborhood Funders Group. 
 
Cory is married to Dr. Phillis Nichols-Anderson, CEO of a national educational management organization. He is 
pursuing a master’s degree in theology from Anderson University. The Andersons have four children, two in 
college, one making movies in Hollywood, and a corporate attorney. They also have three grandchildren. 

 
Abby Hughes Holsclaw 
Abby Hughes Holsclaw serves as a Senior Director for Asset Funders Network 
(AFN). In this role, she leads efforts bringing together grantmakers, policymakers, 
and leading stakeholders to connect and discover best practices, invest in 
promising interventions, advocate for needed policy changes, support narrative 
change, and identify actionable roles for philanthropy to advance equitable wealth 
building and economic mobility nationwide and specifically in the South. She also 
leads the work with the Arkansas AFN regional chapter, co-leads work of the 
Louisiana AFN, explores chapter development in the South, and provides 
subject-matter expertise to AFN. 

 
Previously, Abby served as the national Senior Director of Philanthropy at Goodwill Industries International, 
Inc. where she spearheaded creating and leading the organization’s development strategy and the financial 
capability portfolio. While at Goodwill, Abby secured almost $80 million dollars in private and public 
investments and launched the organization’s first revolving loan fund. Abby has also served at the National 
League of Cities leading two portfolio areas – family economic success and early childhood – helping mayors 
and city council members strengthen their family, youth, and children programs. She served as an issue area 
expert, facilitator, and advocate. 
 
Abby holds a Masters of Public Policy and Administration from Baylor University, and is a graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist University with degrees in Political Science and History. She resides in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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Ashley Stepps 
Ashley is experienced in working with the legal problems of aging individuals and 
those with special needs. She counsels businesses, seniors, individuals with 
special needs, and their families on issues pertaining to estate and business 
planning, special needs planning, asset preservation, eligibility for means-tested 
government benefits (Medicaid, Social Security Claims, etc.), fiduciary 
appointments and representation, (guardians, trustees, trust protectors, etc.), and 
advocacy. Ashley is recognized throughout the state for her work in Medicaid crisis 
planning. A key aspect of her practice is assisting clients with filing and navigating 
Medicaid applications.  

 
Formerly with The Raymon B. Harvey Law Firm, Ashley is a highly respected voice in the fields of Medicaid 
and special needs planning, and her services are frequently sought by clients and attorneys throughout the 
country. With her knowledgeable guidance, attorneys can rest assured that their clients’ needs and the strict 
requirements of Social Security and Medicaid will be met. 
 
Ashley is also a trusted advisor to financial institutions, corporate fiduciaries, and other attorneys with judicial 
and administrative accountings and counseling regarding initial or continued means-tested government 
benefits eligibility for their trust beneficiaries or clients. Ashley is also a sought-after speaker and has 
presented on numerous occasions on the topics of elder and disability law, estate planning, heirs property, 
special needs trusts, and public benefits. She is a Veterans Administration (“VA”) Accredited Attorney and her 
writings on pet trusts have been published by Outskirts Press. 
 
Ashley was born and raised in the Arkansas Delta in Pine Bluff and spends her free time serving her 
community and visiting the World’s Wonders. 
 

 
Dr. Bobby Howard 
Bobby Howard is the Executive Director of Arkansas Appleseed Legal Justice Center, 
a 501(c)(3) organization with the mission to make Arkansas a better place to live and 
work. Appleseed is focused on policies that strengthen public schools, improve civic 
health, and bring critically needed justice reforms. Bobby is originally from Mountain 
Home, Arkansas, and now calls Fayetteville home. Bobby received a Ph.D. in 
philosophy from the University of Arkansas, with research emphases in political 
philosophy, rights theory, and the philosophy of religion. 
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Furonda Brasfield 
Furonda Brasfield is an accomplished attorney, national organizer, and public figure 
dedicated to advancing civil and human rights. Leveraging the international 
recognition she gained from her participation in "America's Next Top Model," 
Furonda has spent over a decade organizing rural communities around issues such 
as economic equity, criminal justice reform, and the preservation of civil rights. She 
is the founder of The Law Office of Furonda Brasfield PLLC, where she assists 
clients in achieving financial stability through bankruptcy relief, promoting her 
services with the slogan "Keep Calm, Call Furonda" at 501-501-DEBT.  

Furonda's unwavering commitment to justice is evident in the diverse social causes she champions, including 
death penalty abolition, reproductive justice, HIV/AIDS awareness, and enhancing rural access to legal 
services. In her role with the KKAC Organization’s Heirs' Property Clearinghouse, Furonda assists historically 
underserved communities in retaining land and building generational wealth. Under her leadership, the 
organization has forged strategic partnerships with major church denominations and provided educational 
outreach to thousands of participants.  Her dedication to preserving land ownership rights has been recognized 
in various forums, including a feature in the Asset Funders Network's discussion on heirs' property.  

Furonda earned her Juris Doctor with an emphasis on Public Administration from the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock’s William H. Bowen School of Law. She has collaborated with the Legal Services Corporation and 
the UALR Rural Incubator Program to enhance access to justice in rural areas. As a founding board member of 
DecARcerate Arkansas and a board member of ACLU Arkansas, Furonda continues to work tirelessly to end 
mass incarceration and protect civil liberties. Furonda is a member of Longley Baptist Church in Southwest 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Wilbur Peer 
Wilbur T. Peer Sr. is the Executive Director of The KKAC Organization (KKAC), the 
senior partner of Management Solutions, Inc. (MSI), has ownership in a row crop 
farming operation and has over 40 years of experience in managing projects with 
universities and federal and state agencies. The KKAC Organization is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit providing education, estate planning and technical assistance to rural 
farmers, ranchers, landowners, and youth. In its few years of operation, KKAC has 
developed a lasting footprint through its outreach efforts in Arkansas and 
Mississippi, establishing partnerships with the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF), the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the 

Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation, the Walton Family Foundation, and The Nature Conservancy.  

Since 2001, Management Solutions, Inc. (MSI) has provided various consulting services to a wide array of 
government entities and private sector clients. Previous clients include Arlington National Cemetery, 
Remediation Resources, Arkansas Human Development Corporation (AHDC), Little Rock Port Authority, MCL 
Jasco, Beacon Corporation, Maximus, the Marine base in Albany, Georgia, and the Arkansas Land and Farm 
Development Corporation (ALFDC), to name a few. Before serving as the senior partner of MSI, Peer worked 
for eight years as a senior executive service employee in the federal government. While in the federal 
government, he was a member of the Gore-Mbeki Bi-National Commission, which helped Nelson Mandela’s 
New Government of Unity. He also successfully operated a CBO, was a dean of continuing education and 
community service at a community college, and had part ownership in a manufacturing enterprise. 

3 



 

Jill Floyd 
Jill Floyd is a community builder with deep experience in construction, 
manufacturing, and capacity-building. As a Presidential Appointee to USDA Rural 
Development, she led a 60- person team in deploying over $3 billion in critical 
investments across Arkansas for housing, facilities, infrastructure, and small 
business growth. 

Prior to Federal Service, Jill’s 20+ year career spanned construction, procurement, 
and manufacturing, including delivering over $100 million in commercial 
construction projects, $10+ million annually in contracts to MWBE-owned 

businesses, and managing large scale automotive operations from a 250-person union plant to a four continent 
procurement network. Today, she runs a boutique consulting firm helping CEOs of small and medium-sized 
businesses navigate rapid growth with a systems-first approach that transforms growing pains into repeatable 
processes and accelerated profits. 

A native Arkansan, Jill holds a BS in Chemical Engineering from the University of Oklahoma and a dual MBA / MS 
Engineering from Penn State University. A proud alumna of Leadership Arkansas, Jill is also one of 60 leaders 
selected annually for the bi-partisan Presidential Leadership Scholars Program - a global cohort of leaders 
committed to honing their leadership skills and collaborating to solve the world’s most pressing challenges. 

Dedicated to serving the community in which she was raised, Jill serves as a Commissioner for the Little Rock 
Airport, a long-time board member of the Women’s Foundation of Arkansas and a mentor to young women 
interested in STEM. 

Dr. Karama Neal 
Karama Neal, serves as the Strategic Project Director at Asset Funders Network 
(AFN), focusing on heirs’ property. 

Before AFN, Karama served the US Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, 
as Administrator of the Rural Business-Cooperative Service. She served as 
president of Southern Bancorp Community Partners (SBCP), a nonprofit community 
development loan fund and financial development organization. 

Inspired by her family’s ownership of rural heirs’ property in Arkansas, Karama 
started a statewide grassroots organization promoting the successful passage of 

the Uniform Partition of Heirs’ Property Act in Arkansas. Karama founded the Heirs’ Property Information 
Project and has written many book chapters and articles about heirs’ property. 

Karama holds an undergraduate degree in biology from Swarthmore College, master’s degree in bioethics and 
health policy from Loyola University Chicago, and doctorate in genetics from Emory University. She also 
completed executive education in impact investing at the University of Oxford Said School of Business. She 
currently resides in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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