
530A Account Roll-Out:
A Funder’s Guide

530A accounts (Trump Accounts) could be one of the most significant federal investments in early wealth
building in decades, if their design is improved and philanthropy and employers act intentionally to create
future opportunities for the children who need them most.

In July 2026, contributions to 530A accounts begin. For the first time, the United States has a national platform
with the potential to seed long-term savings and investment for every U.S. citizen child. The window to shape
how this new tool reaches low- and moderate-income families is now.

This moment is not starting from zero. Over the past two decades, more than 120 Children’s Savings Account
(CSA) programs—funded by philanthropy, and in some cases led by state treasurers—have tested what works
in places like Maine, New York, San Francisco, Connecticut, North Texas, Pennsylvania, and across New
England. They have generated lessons on account design, community support, family engagement, and
communications, along with deeper insights into what helps low- and moderate-income families build early
assets.

Early wealth building is among the most evidence-backed strategies in the asset-building field. But without
deliberate design, a universal platform can still leave behind the families it was meant to reach. Through
intentional choices about outreach, access, and infrastructure, philanthropy can turn place-based proof points
into systemic, compounding impact for an entire generation of children. Here are five concrete ways funders
can act.

Making Trump Accounts a tool to increase
equity and opportunity 



PUT DOLLARS DIRECTLY INTO ACCOUNTS OF CHILDREN LEAST LIKELY TO
BENEFIT ON THEIR OWN1 Contribute through Treasury’s general-contribution mechanism, using geographic targeting (zip codes,

counties, regions, and/or employee groups), to reach at least 5,000 children least likely to access or grow
this account without support.
Contribute to 530A Accounts to target children in a community or school through a nonprofit willing to serve
this purpose.
Pair federal deposits with seed contributions to established state and local CSAs so families build a “capital
stack” with both accounts over time.
Prioritize early childhood years for annual contributions, when compounding has the greatest effect.

2
INVEST IN IMPLEMENTATION AND ACTIVATION

Fund the schools, tax preparers, child care providers, and community nonprofits that help families complete
IRS Form 4547 into an actual account opening for each child.
Prioritize outreach funding to the families least likely to enroll on their own, funding multilingual outreach
and simplified materials that explain what 530A Accounts are and how to claim them.
Invest in long-term family engagement, not just first-deposit moments. Regular account updates and trusted
messengers help families plan for how funds will be used down the road and drive positive outcomes.

PROTECT EXISTING PUBLIC BENEFITS

3 Fund policy research and advocacy to create implementing rules so 530A balances do not jeopardize family
eligibility for Medicaid, SNAP, housing assistance, TANF, or financial aid.
Support effort to ensure children with disabilities are able to timely convert the 530A accounts to an ABLE
account when they are 17.
Support state coalitions monitoring how account balances interact with tax consequences (federal and state).
Underwrite legal and tax-policy advocacy expertise to shape future Treasury rulemaking, including easing
enrollment (and moving toward automatic enrollment), clarifying purposes for the funds, explaining distribution,
simplifying contributions from every eligible entity, and improving communications to account holders.

BUILD THE DATA INFRASTRUCTURE

4 Underwrite evaluation and longitudinal research that documents what actions or inaction caused 530A
Accounts to close wealth gaps or widen them.
Fund shared measurement frameworks that track the separate state (Baby Bonds and CSA), local (CSA),
and federal accounts (529 and 530A) for children early wealth-building accounts or endowment alongside
each other.
Support early-warning research that surfaces who falls into uptake gaps and any predatory practices against
the assets before they are available.

PROTECT AND GROW EXISTING CSA INFRASTRUCTURE

5 Sustain core operating support for state and local CSA programs, which both incent post secondary education
as a goal and offer federal policymakers a working model of inclusive design, including automatic account
enrollment and access for children in mixed-status families through ITIN-accepting platforms.
Support state expansion of automatic-enrollment, at-birth CSA models: the design feature with the strongest
evidence for equitable participation.
Fund trusted intermediaries and responsive financial education and planning to help families and youth to
understand the value of navigating 529s, CSAs, Baby Bonds, and 530As together.
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