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Chronic debt is a rapidly growing problem among 
households across the US and a significant barrier 
to financial stability and wealth building. 

Fines and Fees disrupt already financially precarious lives and make financial 
security impossible.  

Prior to the COVID -19 pandemic, 
77% of Americans held some form 
of debt. 

More than one in three U.S. households 
live in unaffordable housing, and one in 
four renters spend more than 50% of their 
income on rent.

Over 52% of households of color are liquid 
asset poor. 

(They do not have enough savings to cover 
three months of basic need expenses if they 
experience a job loss or medical emergency.) 



Burdensome 
fines and fees 
exist from 
coast to coast.  
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The types of fines and fees 
may vary by state, but the 
subsequent harm remains the 
same. 



Fines and Fees are Not Limited to Traffic Tickets
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The fines and fees referred to throughout this brief are related to all 
types of violations and crimes, including but not limited to:

Fines and fees for traffic tickets

Library late fees

Miscellaneous court costs

Staggering fines often imposed on top of jail or prison sentences. 



The Impact of Fines and Fees
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Individual Impact

Lost Wages - Aggressive collection methods

Unemployment - DL suspensions 

Decreased Credit Score - Collections reporting

Jail Time - Modern-day debtorsõ prisons

Collateral Impact

Impacts of families

Impact on communities

Impact on law enforcement

Impact on businesses and the 
economy

Impact on the racial wealth gap
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Promising Practices for Mitigating the Impact 
of Fines & Fees 
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Conduct research and gather data on the impact fines and fees have on 
individuals, households, and communities. 

Assess the effectiveness of current systems. 

Eliminate punishments that impede livelihood. 

Where fines and fees exist, implement flexible and equitable collection 
practices. 

Pursue widespread reform and eliminate fines and fees where they no 
longer make fiscal sense. 
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The survey will pop up on your screen momentarily

and will also be sent to you via email

WE VALUE YOUR TIME,

AND YOUR RESPONSES WILL INFORM  

OUR FUTURE PLANNING

Thank you for attending today’s  
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