
Abolishing Fees and Fines 
in the Pursuit of Racial, 
Gender, and Economic 
Equity

October 23, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT



PARTICIPATE

Type your question in the

Q & A  BOX

to be addressed during  

discussion breaks or during 

Q/A

Webinar Control Panel

CLOSED CAPTIONS

Captions can be turned on via  

Show Captions

to be viewed in real-time and 

will also be available in the 

recording afterwards
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AFN is the leading national 

grantmaker membership 

organization focused on 

advancing equitable wealth 

building and economic mobility. 

Connect to a Powerful National Network

Broaden your Knowledge Base

Amplify your Impact

Collaborate for Influence 



Speakers

Stephanie Campos-Bui 
Co-Director
UC Berkeley Policy 
Advocacy Clinic

Hernán
Carvente-Martinez
Executive Director
Alianza for 
Opportunity

Nadia Mozaffar
Senior Attorney

Juvenile Law Center

Anand 

Subramanian
Senior Director of 

the People Pathway

San Francisco 

Foundation

AssetFunders.org

Marquetta Atkins 
Executive Director
Destination 
Innovation/Progeny



AssetFunders.org

Stephanie Campos-Bui 

Co-Director



Fees and 
Fines

Fees

Variable charges imposed by court 
and other system actors

To recoup costs of the system

Fines

Fixed monetary penalties imposed 
by the court, usually according to the 
alleged offense

To punish and deter behavior
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• Legal services

• Support of the minor 

• Investigation fee

• Electronic & GPS monitoring 

• Service of process 
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• Legal services

• Support of the minor 

• Investigation fee

• Electronic & GPS monitoring 

• Service of process 

$150

$758

$125

$1,350

$52

$2,435

$1,000• Fine 
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• Youth are indigent by nature of their 
age. 

• Most youth in the system come from 
low-income families that cannot 
afford to pay. 

• Subject to involuntary collection 
mechanisms, including wage 
garnishment and tax refund intercept

• Can be converted into civil judgments

Long-Lasting Economic Strain

9



• Black, brown, and Indigenous youth are oversurveilled, overrarrested, 
and overpunished

• Communities of color bear a disproportionate burden of fees and fines 

Regressive Tax on Communities of Color
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• 83% of family members who were responsible for paying for a 
loved ones’ court-related costs were women

• Women also face higher dollar amounts in fines, fees, and 
restitution than their male counterparts. 

Disproportionate Impact by Gender
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Impact on Youth and 
Families

17

• More than $700 million debt 
discharged in reform states.

• More than $25 million that families 
don’t need to pay each year

• Almost 200,000 families relieved of 
this debt each year



assetfunders.org


	Slide 1: Abolishing Fees and Fines in the Pursuit of Racial, Gender, and Economic Equity
	Slide 2: Webinar Control Panel
	Slide 3: AFN is the leading national grantmaker membership organization focused on advancing equitable wealth building and economic mobility.  
	Slide 4: Speakers
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18

