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PARTICIPATE
Type your question in the

Q&A BOX
to be addressed during  

discussion breaks or during 
Q/A

Webinar Control Panel

CLOSED CAPTIONS
Captions can be turned on via  

      Show Captions
to be viewed in real-time and 
will also be available in the 

recording afterwards

2



3 3



Health

Housing: Affordable 
Rental & Home 
Ownership

Post Secondary 
Education Without 
Debt

Employment: 
Benefits & Income

Financial Health

AFN works with its members across eight issue areas:

AFN ISSUE AREAS

Business Ownership 

Climate
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A Just Economy



Thank You to Our Sponsors
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Speakers

6

Claire Wernstedt-Lynch
Moderator

Program Associate
Annie E. Casey Foundation

Christopher J. Nellum
Executive Director

EdTrust-West

Becca Bice
Director of Economic 

Advancement
United Way for Greater Austin

Enyi Okebugwu
Senior Program Manager

Imaginable Futures



7

Our Mission
EdTrust-West is committed to advancing 
policies and practices to dismantle the racial 
and economic barriers embedded in the 
California education system. 

Through our research and advocacy, 
EdTrust-West improves racial equity in 
education, engages diverse communities 
dedicated to education equity and justice, 
and increases political and public will to 
build an education system where students of 
color and multilingual learners, especially 
those experiencing poverty, will thrive.
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Our work on student parents
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Who are student parents?
There have always been 
college students who are also 
parenting while in college...

But they’ve been white men, 
with wives at home doing the 
vast majority of parenting 
duties.
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Who are student parents?

Continuing college policies and 
practices as usual to reach 
“traditional students”…

Ignores the students who are in 
our states, our communities, and 
in college – or who want to be. 
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Who are student parents?
Current and aspiring college students these days are men, women, students of color, and 
commuter students. They often have jobs and many are parents.  

Research shows that nationally about 1 out of every 5 
undergraduate students is a student parent. 

That’s 3.8 million student parents in 

colleges across the country. 
Source: Institute for Women’s Policy Research

https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/SPSI-State-Policy-at-a-Glance-v2.pdf
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Who are student parents in California?
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Who are student parents in California?
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Who are student parents in California?
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A note on these numbers…
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Economic Mobility and CA’s Student Parents 
Because California’s students parents are under-supported by 
postsecondary systems, they are often forced to make choices on 
their college journeys that limit their ability to be upwardly 
mobile financially;

• Parenting students often delay college

• Parenting students tend to opt for shorter 
credentials than Bachelor’s degrees

• Parenting students are more likely to take 
out student loans, and take out bigger loans

• Parenting students are more likely to rely on 
public assistance programs
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Economic Mobility and CA’s Student Parents 

College can be a huge catalyst for economic mobility. 

But when postsecondary systems don’t support student parents, 
they often are forced to make choices that limit those possibilities 

of economic mobility.   

And this means that as a society, we’re missing out 
on a huge lever for multigenerational wealth, 

financial stability, and stronger, healthier 
communities. 
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Economic Mobility and CA’s Student Parents 
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All connected

Changing policies and practices to 
better support student parents:
• benefits both students and their children
• helps students to become more 

financially stable and independent
• strengthens local economies and better 

prepares the local workforce
• decreases usage of public benefits and 

taxpayer-funded programs
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All connected
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All connected
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Thanks! 

EdTrust-West 
Executive Director 
Dr. Christopher J. Nellum

    Contact Info 



Postsecondary Education: A Generational Asset
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12 million more parents have some 
college, but no degree

1 in 5 college students is raising kids.

LEARN MORE

find more data @ studentparentaction.org
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Motivation + Talent = 

80% less likely

Despite earning comparable grades, 
parents are

 to complete their degree than students without kids.

No degree?
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LISTEN: “1 IN 5” PODCAST
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$625k more

Single moms who finish their BA earn

over their lifetime.
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CHALLENGE & 
OPPORTUNITY
Student parents and their 
families navigate 11 
different policy realms
Source: Urban Institute, “Student-Parent Families at the Center”
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Investing in Generational Change

DIRECT SERVICE
(PICTURED: JEREMIAH PROGRAM)

NARRATIVE CHANGE
(PICTURED RAISING UP: A 

STUDENT PARENT FILM SERIES)

TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

(PICTURED: GENERATION 
HOPE FAMILYU SCHOLAR 

VALERIA FERNANDEZ)

INNOVATIVE 
PRACTICES

(PICTURED: KIDS ON CAMPUS
PHOTO CREDIT: ANTHONY 

FRANCIS FOR NPR)

RESEARCH
(PICTURED: SPARK 
COLLABORATIVE)

ADVOCACY
(PICTURED CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE 
FOR STUDENT PARENT SUCCESS)

Promising ideas, solutions, and approaches
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https://raisingupstudentparents.com
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/11/1236619407/community-college-student-child-care-head-start
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